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September 22, 1970 


MEMORANDUM FOR HENRY A. KISSINGER 


W. Richard Smyse 




FROM: 


SUBJECT: Bruce's Reply to Our Suggestion Regarding This 

Week's Presentation’ -yy 


In response to our suggestion that Bruce make some statement 
challenging their demand for unilateral withdrawal, Bruce 
has come in with the following proposed language; 

"As I indicated in my first session of these meetings, 
we believe that the language of preconditions and 
unilateral demands must be abandoned. It does not 
appear that you have acted in this spirit. 

Your call for the United States forces by a specific 
date does not, in practical terms, differ markedly 
from your previous call for the withdrawal of our 
forces within six months. Nor have you made clear 
what you mean by your statement that 'the question of 
Vietnamese armed forces in South Vietnam shall be 
resplved by ^e^tn^mese ^parti ^^ emselve^s . 

Bruce thinks this is preferable beca^Sefif we tel/^^iTthat they 
did not tell us what they would do, they can say that they have told 
us what they would do: they would stop shooting at us. 

State is inclined to accept Bruce's language. Win and I also 
feel that it is acceptable. We do not want to nit-pick Bruce all the 
time and, while we Would not put it exactly the same way, he makes 
the basic points which we would want to make. 

At Tab B is the cable we sent out, and at Tab A is Bruce's incoming 
with his suggestion for a different formnlation. 8 

Recommendation : 

That you approve Bruce's proposed language. 

Approve 
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